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MINUTES of the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

January 26th 2011
5:30 pm

Compass Point Inn, King George Blvd, Surrey, BC

Meeting called to order at 5:36
Terry requested a minor adjustment to the agenda to add in the secretary position two-year term under elections.

Terry moved acceptance of the agenda, Michael Bergacco seconded the motion.
Terry requested all cell phones and other noise making devices be turned off or jokingly said they would get a $25 fine.
Opening remarks  
Terry thanked the members for coming out.  She also thanked the executive for all their hard work over the last year.  

It was a very busy year, lots of things happened.  She expressed her thankfulness for the PSTAR members who recently joined CRA and our union.  
It was bargaining time this fall, and we had a new contract before the old one ended.
UMI, is back on track, and will be proceeding in the next few months.
Harassment sessions will also be done in the next few months.

.
Terry welcomed all the guests: Betty Bannon, National President, Pamela Abbott, Regional Vice President, Kay Sinclair Regional Executive Vice President PSAC, Regina Brennen, our Regional Representative from PSAC, Richard Hyatt, President from the Burnaby-Fraser  call site, Robert Hume, alternate regional vice president and vice President for Vancouver, Janet Graham, President, Vancouver, and Johann Ackerman President, STC. 

Adoption of minutes AGM January 26th 2010

Foto moved adoption of the minutes from last year; Brian Goguen   seconded the motion.  All were in favour. Motion carried. 
Terry moved all reports be adopted except Financial Report

Kulwant Sull seconded the motion.  Motion carried

Guest speaker – Betty Bannon, National President

Betty announced that this is the last AGM she will attend as she is retiring at convention in July. 
If you are not getting the news letter they do not have correct address.  Please update it online.  There has been good feedback on the news letter, more and more members are writing articles.  If anyone wants to write one, do so through your local, and if you have suggestions, send them through your local executive.
Betty reminded everyone of scholarships.  They are open to your spouse, children, grandchildren and yourself.  Details are on the National web site.PSAC also has scholarships.  The details are on their National site.  She believes that the BC Federation on Labour also has scholarships.
Betty asked how many have been to website. Not many.   She asked how many subscribed for emails, just click on the subscribe button and sign up.  You can choose the one you are interested in receiving.  All you have to give is a home email.  It is confidential and your email will not be shared.  You can’t be more up to date with what is happening than signing up.  It is free and takes less than a minute.
Betty read on facebook that PSAC has made an application to the Supreme Court on the theft of our pension plan funds.  It will take a long time to settle. 
No new news on the roll back of the wages it is still in the courts. UTE has three affidavits and hers is one of them.  
Collective bargaining…. We did manage to sign a collective agreement before the old one expired.  We still have our severance, but we will have to work to keep it next round of bargaining.  Betty tells employer don’t even think about putting that severance on the table.  UTE will not now, or ever, never… let you take our pension.  Don’t even think about it.  This time they stood strong to the pressure and did not let them put it on the table.  The only way we would ever discuss it, would be if they gave one massive package of money in the sum of 21%.  One word of caution, if you want to keep your severance package, you will have to fight for it.
Pension… hands off our pension… visit you’re MPs, write them, and email them the message hands off our pension.  
Catherine Smith, CEO of the Canadian Federal Independent Business is saying we have a Cadillac pension and that we are overpaid.  She is a formal liberal lobbyist.  The last news letter has copy of a letter Betty wrote to Catherine.   Check store windows for the CFIB logo, if you see it, advise store owner that you cannot shop at their because as their CEO wants to take money away from you.  Most members that belong only belong because they get discounts on such things as discounts on fees on credit card processing.
Only way to get list is to join, so watch for the logo and talk to the owner  and tell them you can’t spend money in their store because of the position their CEO has taken on your wages, benefits, and pension.
This will be Betty’s last visit. She will be retiring in July at convention.
She was on the national executive since 1981   She has 39 years with CRA and 39 years with UTE.   Betty and her husband have just bought a place just north of Bellville and will be moving later this year.  They are city folk and moving to country, with septic system and a well.  They have no experience with either.   

Betty thanked members for making it an honour to serve them and the support they have given.   Every time she asked us to do something, we have done it. When Betty stands up at a Board of Management meeting there has been applause for her and the members of UTE.  You have made Betty a very proud national president.  Whether it is at the board of Directors meetings or talking to the employer, when Betty says our members will not put up with this they believe her. She commented that when PSAC wants something done they come to UTE, when they want picketers organized they come to UTE.  Her last remark is “thanks for the great ride and letting me be your national president.”
Terry thanked Betty and presented her with a gift and wished her well in the next Chapter of her life.
Guest Speaker – Pamela Abbott, Pacific Regional Vice President 

Thanks for inviting me.  Pamela thanked the members, the fact that you are here is a thank you for your executive. She thanked the executive for their hard work not only at work but in the evenings at home and weekends. I know that this is done because I speak to them on their own time.
Pamela thanked Robert her alternate for filling in when needed.  Convention is this year in Montreal.  The National elections will be held at the triennial convention. This is where your National President, Vice Presidents and all the RVP’s will be elected.  The posting for resolutions should be on your boards very soon.  This is when you can put forward any changes you would like to see.  The officers you vote for tonight will be your voice; they can’t help you if you don’t tell them what you want. 
PSAC BC Regional convention is this spring.  This is another chance to put changes to the PSAC.  Pamela brought up the issue of having to listen to her speak before voting on a contract.  She realizes that a lot of us do not like to sit through a meeting prior to voting.  If you know Pamela, you know she does not make you sit for an hour.   

The regional preconvention is a time for networking with the 8 locals from region.  

Pamela has been working with Darrel Mahoney and labour relations in regards to staffing.  They have made good headway with what has been happening in staffing.  End state came into effect on April 1.  All staffing processes including expressions of interest are end state process.  There was an issue at the Call Centre which Darrell Mahoney attended. He has now asked for a review to be done to look at creative staffing.   Darrell knows staffing and will be looking at it.
Harassment training is in progress.  There were a substantial number of harassment cases in this region.  One thing Pamela noticed is that a lot of the cases are not harassment, but fall under other avenues such as code of conduct.  When the Employer gets the harassment case at the Regional level they decide if it is harassment and if they find it’s not it will not be looked at further.
Last but not least, this is Pamela’s third term as REVP.   She has been part of the bargaining process and is hoping to do it again. She assured the Members that given the opportunity to do it again she will make a commitment that they will not bargain our severance. We will lobby to not have this happen and stop it from going on the table.   
Financial Report – Treasurer

Terry asked Marcel to move and present the financial statements and budget. 

Michael Bonnaccci seconded the motion. 
Marcel asked for questions from the floor. 
Faisel Desai asked why there is such a large surplus…  Not all expenses for the upcoming conventions are known yet.  The money is invested at the bank

The reason for the 24,000 is that there were three national conferences and two president’s conferences.  National office sends money to locals for attendees.   Seeing that there were no further questions called the vote.
Vote carried.
Terry told the Members that we had given out our first scholarship year.  Daisy Watts son, Bryce was the recipient of a $500.00 Scholarship to assist with his studies at UBC.  Terry encouraged everyone who has kids or grandkids to get them to apply for all the scholarships available. 
Elections: 

President - 2 yr Term

Terry was nominated by Faisel Desai, Michal bonnacc seconded. 
Terry elected president by acclamation.
1st Vice President- 1 yr term
David Grant nominated by Marcel Hanson and seconded by Alnoor Virani.  David Grant elected by acclamation. 
2nd Vice President – 2 yr Term
A written submitted for Mathew Mosher.  Nominated by Marcel Hanson seconded by  Karen Lof.  Mathew Mosher   elected by acclamation. 

Secretary 2 year term

Vacant

Director – 2 yr term 

Sylvie Dalman nominated Foto Sukanen. Lana Bohn seconded.
Foto elected by acclamation. 

Director – 1 yr term

Melissa Flemming nominated Janice Wandler

Seconded by Faisel Desai.  Janice elected by acclamation 
Betty Bannon administered the oath to swear in the newly elected officers 

The winners of main door prizes were:

Men watch – Viren Ali

Ladies watch – Luella Tayag

Blue ray – Melissa Flemming

Kindle E-reader – Alice Ting

Terry thanked all the members for attending, meeting adjourned at 7:40. 
