UTE Regional Health and Safety Conference – Montreal February 24 & 25 

At our last Triennial convention, a resolution was passed to have regional health and safety conferences.  The conference held in Montreal was the first of these regional conferences.   Fifty-one members from the Pacific, Montreal, and National Capital region attended at the conference in Montreal. 

The theme of the conference was “Back to the Basics.”  Friday night before the opening of the conference a meet and greet was held so that members from the different locals had a change to meet one another.  During the next day and half of the conference, we examined the effectiveness of our workplace committees, our roles, and responsibilities as work place committee members and a number of situation scenarios to which we applied the appropriate sections of the Canada Labour Code.  During group and plenary discussions, we also analyzed and reviewed committee minutes and committee terms of references to ensure that proper recording procedures are being followed.  
We reviewed the new form “T4009, Hazardous Occurrence Investigations Report” which will be replacing the Y189 and 1010 forms.  This new form is a more user friendlier form and will soon be posted on the employer’s website.
Guest speaker, Claude Leger, a health and safety officer from HRSDC came and gave a presentation on his role as a health and safety officer.  A health and safety officer pursuant the Canada Labour Code is a person appointed by the Minister of Labour.  His /her duties can include a number of different duties such as conducting tests, examinations, inquiries, investigations, inspections and making recommendations.  

At the time of the conference, I was unable to obtain a copy of our Terms of Reference so will be following up with the Management chair to ensure that our workplace committee has a Term of Reference in place.  From discussions with the former management chair, it was thought that we do have a Terms of Reference for our workplace committee.  Once these terms have been located or developed, I will forward them to the National Office as requested and see that our terms are posted on the shared drive and our bulletin boards.
The National Health and Safety Conference will be held in Ottawa on August 23 to 26, which will be a follow up and continuation of the work and discussions derived from the regional conferences.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for allowing me to attend this conference.
Susan Yaciw
