2008 Annual General Meeting

Public Service Alliance of Canada

Union of Taxation Employees Local 20003

February 5, 2008 5:30pm

Ramada Inn, Kelowna BC
President Sarah Redd called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM.

Sarah welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked members for attending.  

Sarah introduced the current executive as follows:

Carrie Moojelsky, Steward; Theresa Chang, Steward; Val Sampson, Steward; Ken Antao, Steward; Susan Yaciw, Steward; Brenda Sanders, Secretary; Doug Axelson, Treasurer; Alex Cook, Vice President; and herself Sarah Redd, President.  Sarah passed on the regrets of Susan Yaciw as she was unable to attend due to her commitments to the Community Volunteer Program.

Sarah Introduced the special guests as follows:

Pamela Abbott, Regional Vice President of the Pacific Region of the Union of Taxation Employees.

Bob Campbell, National Vice President of the Union of Taxation Employees.

President’s Report:  The current President, Sarah Redd, provided her report to the membership.  Sarah states that Local 20003 has had one member affected by workforce adjustment in the last year and it had been resolved.  Sarah welcomed Ed Paice; a new member in the Finance and Administration department.   She thanked KELSO members for there good work.  Sarah talked about the U.T.E. Honours and Awards committee of which she sits as the President’s Rep. She stressed the importance of the work of this committee in administering the UTE scholarships, awards and recognition.  She encouraged people to apply for the scholarships and International Children’s Awareness sponsorships and to  recognize people for their efforts.

Adoption of the Agenda:  It was moved by Rosann Nanci-Carl and Seconded by Theresa Chang to adopt the agenda as presented.  There was no discussion and the motion was carried.

Review of Minutes from the previous Annual General Meeting:  :  It was moved by Michele Sibson and Seconded by Carrie Moojelsky to adopt the minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting as presented.  There was no discussion and the motion was carried.
Treasurer’s Report and Financial Statements:  Sarah called Doug Axelson, Treasurer, to the floor to present the financial statements.  Doug brought our attention to the Financial Statements provided to the attendees within the AGM packages.  Doug noted that the financial statements had been reviewed by Bob Murray and a copy of the Auditor’s Report has been included in the package.  Doug opened the floor to questions.

Rosann Nanci-Carl:  Was there any regional funds provided to assist the local in sending additional people to the Tri-annual convention?  Answer:  Local 20003 will have two fully funded participants.  The additional three participants will be funded by local 20003.

Valerie Sampson:  How does the executive propose to cover the deficit?  Answer: Term deposits and cash will cover the expenses on hand.  The $1,000 term deposit will be cashed in the spring and a portion of the remaining term deposit may need to be cashed.  The local will not be in a deficit position due to the convention; the budget shows a balance of over $6,000 remaining in cash and investments at the end of the 2008/2009 year.

Coralie Hunt:  What is the benefit to the local of sending five attendees versus two?  Answer:  Education.  It is a valuable chance for people to learn the processes and procedures of the operating of UTE.  Bob Campbell added that National provides funding at 1.5 times the rate of airfare in order to assist the small locals in sanding additional people to events such as the Tri-annual Convention.  It is a great learning experience and the local should send as many observers as possible.  Pamela Abbott stated that she lobbied to have the convention in Vancouver.  It has been 18 years since the convention has been in western Canada.  The delegate is the voice of the local and the observers are there for the experience because they may be called upon to attend a convention as a delegate in the future.  Obersvers are there to work, they are present at the meetings from 9am to 6pm writing notes and assisting their delegates.  This is not a vacation; there is no time for shopping.  The convention is not likely to be held in western Canada again for another 15 years, locals should take advantage of the location while it is here.

Michelle Sibson:  Who can attend?  Does it have to be an executive member or can anyone attend?  Answer:  Any member can attend.  It is in the locals best interest to send people who are committed to being involved and active in the union.   

Doug noted that the three-year plan that was prepared upon the creation of Local 20003 took this convention into account.  There have been sacrifices made in the past years to allow for as many observers as possible to attend the convention.  Observers have not been sent to every Presidents conference in order to save the money for Tri-annual.

Denise Gutfreund:  How will the attendees be chosen?  Answer:  In the past people were chosen from the executive.  The people sent should show dedication and commitment to the local.  The local wants to send people who are interested in learning and in sharing the information that is learned.  It is also the aim of the local to send people who are going to stay involved and active in the union.

Marion Campbell-Johnson:  Are we restricted in the number of observers who can attend?  Can we send more if we cut costs?  Answer:  Anyone can attend as an observer.  Those interested should speak with Sarah.  We can bring more people, we would have to look at ways to decrease costs such as sharing hotel rooms and using vacation time to attend.  There will not be funding for everyone who wants to attend.

It was moved by Sue Moser and Seconded by Rosann Nanci-Carl to adopt the financial statements as presented.  The motion was carried by a unanimous vote.

Election of Officers:  Sarah requested approval to amend the agenda by moving the swearing in of officers to the end of the meeting. There were no objections from the floor.

Pamela Abbott took the chair for the election of officers.

One Nomination was received for the position of President: Sarah Redd.

Sarah Redd accepted the nomination and was elected by acclamation to the position of President from 2008 to 2010.

One Nomination was received for the position of Treasurer:  Doug Axelson.

Doug Axelson accepted the nomination and was elected by acclamation to the position of Treasurer from 2008 to 2010.

Two Nominations were received for the position of Chief Shop Steward: Susan Yaciw and Alex Cook.

The Nomination for Susan Yaciw was received via nomination form.  The nomination from Alex Cook was from the floor.

Alex Cook did not wish to accept the nomination for the position as he currently holds the position of Vice President.

There being no further nominations, Susan Yaciw was elected by acclamation to the position of Chief Shop Steward from 2008 to 2010.

Congratulations to Sarah Redd, Doug Axelson and Susan Yaciw.

Guest Speaker – Pamela Abbott:  Pamela thanked everyone for attending the Annual General Meeting.  She commended the members of local 20003 for all the hard work.  The local has been a success thanks to the hard work of the members.   Pamela had a busy year with bargaining and her participation on three committees.  She has been very involved in National issues and has was at a loss for what to say about the region.  The opportunity of having the tri-annual conference in Vancouver is a great opportunity for the locals of the pacific region.  The BC locals are all trying to send as many observers as they can.  There is a need for bilingual door tilers.  This opportunity is not limited to the lower mainland, door tilers will be fully funded.  The BC PSAC regional conference is also coming up soon.  Local 20003 did not get funding for a delegate.  The way the funding is structured caused local 20003 to be overlooked.  Susan Yaciw will be attending as the president of Area Council.  She will be taking resolutions to the conference and will lobby for funding for 1 representative for locals over 100 members.  

Pamela stated that being on the bargaining committee was a very eye opening experience.  This is the first time in history that we have had a new contract before the old one expired.  The contract is a good one, prolonging the bargaining process would not have gained anything.  

Pamela stated that she too once was involved in the Honours and Awards Committee.  She commended Sarah on her hard work with the committee.  Although it may not be a high profile committee is does very important work. 

Sarah thanked Pamela and presented her with a gift.

Guess Speaker – Bob Campbell:  Bob thanked Sarah and the members for the invitation and the opportunity to come to visit us in the Okanagan.  Bob is in charge of finance for UTE.  Bob states that there have been two times recently that dues increases have been passed and have not been implemented.  It is the duty of finance to ensure that the dues are spent responsibly.  Bob discussed the implementation of the Union Management Initiative (UMI) and stated that almost everyone in the country has been trained.  They are encountering some problems in the larger centers because the management to union representative ratio is uneven.  Some of the union representatives have to participate in multiple sessions.  Bob reminded members of the regional and national UTE scholarships.  The deadline for applicants is June 15 and the recipients are chosen by the Honours and Awards Committee by July.  Bob is also the editor of the newsletter.  He states that he welcomes input from members.  He will run articles by members if they are submitted.  He touched on the work environment in the CRA call centers.  Bob states that morale is low in these centers and that they are monitored all the time.  Phone calls are monitored and timed, the centers are staffed by mostly term employees.  Bob also touched on the tri-annual convention.  It is an expensive undertaking and cost 25% more to have the convention in BC than it would to have it elsewhere.  They try to have the convention in different locations to allow for locals to send more observers.  Resolutions should be given to the local executive who can then forward them to convention.  The deadline for submissions is March 15, 2008.  

Sarah thanked Bob and presented him with a gift.

Presentations:

Sarah Redd presented certificates of appreciation to the Bursary Committee members Shauna Fentiman, Coralie Hunt and Theresa Chang.  As Shauna was unable to attend the meeting due to weather, Sarah will deliver the certificate.

Sarah recognized the work of Gary Black as the Chare of the nomination committee.  

Sarah presented the executive members with certificates thanking them for their hard work over the year.  

Pamela presented three year pins to Doug Axelson, Alex Cook and Carrie Moojelski.  She presented five year pins to Sarah Redd and Brenda Sanders.  

Swearing in of Officers:  Pamela Abbott swore in the newly elected executive members.

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 6:45 pm.

